As a result of Hurricane FELIX, September 2,
2007 and subsequent torrential rain storms, nur;
ous poor villages north of Urraco Pueblo near
River suffered two months of constant floodin
and mud that filled their homes. Thus beds, fu
ture and what little personal belongings they ma
addition to all of the crops, were destroyed. Ove M
5,000 people in this zone had been affected. R —

. Cruz still surrounded by water
ProPapa HonduragPPH)with Be- nearly two weeks after Hurri-

nigno Ramirez and staff were prest cane Felix hit the area

each day to help rescue people, es,..

cially the elderly and children. Benigno used ti/Hboat that

Dr. Paul Weygandt bought in 1999 after Hurricand @HH. The
people were relocated in elevated areas where t@mpplastic
homes could be erected.

Immediately PROPAPA MISSIONS AMERICA (PPMA) again
came to the rescue and sent donations for mats,edseking
water, food and medicines that were needed duhieggt two
months. Some of the money also helped repair thedehat

The receding water still remains between 2 andWere destroyed. PPH distributed food for work te tielpers.

3 feet in a deserted town just northeast of
Urraco Many sick from the affected villages were attengre@linic

Suyapa gratis. The extremely poor will continuegiceive Medi-
cal attention at Suyapa Clinic without cost.

PPMA-PPH Volunteers, DAVE NEDLEY and NATALIE MARTIN
joined Benigno and the workers during September@etdber when and where
they could help.

All the flood victims who received help during tostical time are very grateful
to each donor, PPMA and PPH. Thank you for youdaaty, Prayers and Do-
nations. Donations now are directed to the Clinigepa that is helping the sick
on a daily basis.

“To work with the people in Honduras to relieveittaiffering through health, housing and education.

ProPapa Missions America
19 Brooks Avenue, Nesconset, NY 11767
(631) 360-1306 (O) (631) 656-6152 (F)
Loucherry@gmail.com www.propapa.org
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BOARD OFFICES FOR 2008 ANNOUNCED

ProPapa Board elections recently took place argktfidks agreed to serve as officers for the corgesy:

Chair —Bill Casey, Wilmington, NC
Vice Chair —Tom Farrell, Long Island, NY
Treasurer — George Rehn, East Setauket, NY
— Brianne Casey —Raleigh, NC

If you would ever want to get involved in the Prppabrganization to serve the poor through stremgigethe
organization, please contact us via email scribe@apa.org or call 910-395-4596.

The ProPapa Missions Board of Trustees reminddgeisit our website
to find current information on upcoming brigadé® scholarship pro-
gram, assisting patients to the United Stateséatment, Hospital pro-
grams and ways in which you can help the poor afdtioas. Links are
available for you to contact committees for quastior if you're consid-
ering volunteering. Come check us outvaitw.propapa.org



I " # $ # # %& | Julie Baldwin, R.N., Nursing Faculty, MWSU

| had the opportunity to join ProPapa in a Medibahtal-Vision Brigade
to Honduras. This trip was part of a "Study Awagdtam" for the Department
of Nursing through the University where | teach $sburi Western State Univer-
sity, St. Joseph, Missouri]. Eleven nursing stusieanother Nursing Instructor,
and myself joined ProPapa on this journey.

As an instructor of nursing, | feltghrip would provide the students the
opportunity to apply their nursing knowledge, iigtrwith other health care pro-
fessionals, communicate in Spanish, be exposedatbhhcare in the third world
and explore the Honduran culture. This trip metraflexpectations and more.  “| think sometimes our
The students were able to utilize their skills, ioua challenging environment.
The varied settings required lots of teamwork arablem solving based on lim- .
ited resources and varied conditions. We functiditeda modern-day MASH ~ Overloaded with TV,
Unit. Arriving in a rural village of very limited gans. Then all would pitch in to cell phones,
set up treatment areas and dental extraction pieasite dispensing station,  computers, etc. that we
field pharmacy, and so on. The student responteee challenges and the trip
overall has been very positive.

society can get so

can forget to slow
down.....” Julie

The people that went on our trip were amazing iidials. There were varied ~ Baldwin, R.N.
levels of education and backgrounds, but everycaeaonsidered and treated a.

an equally important part of the team. The sucoédise trip depended on every-

one, whether that was the person driving the trteckye interpreters, to the ac-

tual health care providers. It was a wonderful epl@nof the significance of

teamwork and how important it is to appreciate sagpect everyone. The trip

was a great reminder to work hard but play handels We had some busy

days, but they were also filled with fun, friengshand laughter. At the end of

the day you may have been physically tired, butwete emotionally recharged.

| appreciated the connection with others on thatdmulevel.

| think sometimes our society can gebgerloaded with TV, cell phones,
computers, etc. that we can forget to slow downiatetact with others. The
evenings of our trip were very serene. As | woolokl around | would see some
playing cards, others singing songs, some discgskanevents of the day, some
even learning a few new Latin dance moves, butaihecting on that human
level. | think that is a great lesson to be reméhde

Personally I felt the trip was extreynedwarding. It was certainly re-
warding to help others and see the students relihe as they worked as part ~—* | ( ) (
the Brigade team. The wonderful life lessons Inedrfrom my students, other % % & | *
on the trip and the people of Honduras were soempied. I'm quite sure that
the end | received much more than | gave.

[This particular brigade was the first time ProPhpd partnered with a Univer-
sity for a Brigade. Missouri Western State Univigrais part of their mission to
provide their students with multi-cultural expewes assisted with some of the
planning for this Brigade and arranged stipendsupport of the students. The
reviews are in, and additional collaborations dely in the near future.]
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“...Jesus had
his left leg
amputated and
a month after
that, the other
leg was
removed”

COURAGE BEYOND BELIEF.ou cHErRRY

In March, 2004, | participated in dg&de to build a house for a homeless
family of five, Jesus, Lourdes, Victor, Ariel ancia,in Urraco. The family was
homeless because the father, Jesus was on crubehlkad cancer of the thigh, un-
able to work, and had been given six months tobiwéhe doctor. As | helped build
their home, | was astounded by the upbeat attidh@ach of them. They were al-
ways smiling and happy. | never heard a cross Wwetdieen Jesus and his wife,
Lourdes, nor toward the children. And the littlese, Dania, helped, shoveling sand,
mixing cement, carrying water, etc. Always atteatio any request for help. Jesus,
of course, being on crutches could help very lited though he suffered consider-
able pain, he never let it show. When the housecmawpleted, | bid farewell to the
family, saying | would try to visit them the nexne | was in Urraco. The hugs and
kisses | received from each of them were almostvavelming. | kept in touch via
Sister Laurinda, and tried to help Jesus with pagadlication.

In September, 2005, | visited the igrand was flabbergasted with what
they had done to their home. By themselves, theyploé on an addition and con-
verted it and part of their living space into a #ratore from which they sold candy,
soda and snacks to enable them to support themsséllere was little change in Je-
sus’ condition, although the pain was being cofedbWith medication. There was
some discussion of amputating the leg althougtetivas some concern that he
might not survive such an operation as the canesruery close to his hip.

Then in November, 2005, as a resotiding from a tropical storm, the fam-
ily had to be evacuated to a shelter. Much of theick was destroyed. Six months
later, Jesus had his left leg amputated and a nadtehthat, the other leg was re-
moved. However his spirits continued to be high after a couple months of recu-
peration he returned home. Again | visited the famni October, 2006. | could not
believe the high spirits of each of them, in spitall they’ve been through.

| had decided to help the youngstéend the bilingual school nearby and
was rewarded with this report in April, 07: “Vietonind you, was the highest stu-
dent for the First Semester with grades of 10@fohis classes. He has his hair so
nice, clothes clean and helping his Mom and Datiénstore when free. He is a dif-
ferent person. When things get too noisy he takie® study in the quiet in the ar-
eas where there are trees. The school honoredtram assembly last week and
gave him a very nice watch.”

Then in May, Sister Laurinda reportieat the Mother, Lourdes had uterine
cancer! How much tragedy can a family stand? Furtygorts were that Jesus had
trouble breathing and had chest pains. X-rays stidghet his lungs were cancerous.
Rather than going to the hospital in San PedraisJesjuested that he return home.
As of this writing, he is home. One positive nat@ppears that Lourdes may have a
severe infection rather than cancer!

| share this story of tragedy and egerwith you in the hopes that you might
find it in your heart to help this family. Donat®of any amount will help them
through the expected loss of their father/husbamtle need for medication for
pain and for treatment for Lourdes.
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Many hands made for light work as a team combined of North Americans and Hondurans
constructed a new addition on the medical clinic in Urraco. The clinic, which was opened in
1995, has been serving the needs of Uracco and other surrounding villages. When
ProPapa asked the clinic’s board members for current needs of the clinic, the response
was for a new birthing room. With the nearest hospital being located in El Progreso,
roughly an hour and a half ride on the public bus, meeting the needs of pregnant mothers
seemed an obvious choice.

When the call for volunteers went out to help improve the pre-natal and post-natal care of
pregnant mothers, several friends and | were quick to respond. The birth of a child should

be full of love and happy memories, and the care of the families during this exciting time is
paramount. As an educator and as a father of a five-year old, my love for children knows no *
boundaries. Needless to say, | was excited for my second trip to Honduras.

The main tasks for our team, which was made up of eight volunteers from West Virginia,
Pennsylvania and New York, were moving cinder blocks and mixing the cement for the ma-
sonry work — all by hand. It was hard to not think how much easier it would have been with
the help of a forklift and a cement mixer.

As the work progressed and the afternoon sun got hotter, | felt myself slowing down. The
Honduran workers, not to mention many of the children who came to help, seem to get
stronger. This only made me want to work harder. Knowing only a little Spanish, | found a
great deal of enjoyment in trying to converse with the rest of our construction team, who
spoke little (if any) English.

Our team leader, Jorge, kept all of us moving, directing us where we were most needed. “But, with an

He and his crew made quick work of the three walls for the addition. After the walls were encouraging nod from
up, not having any experience in masonry work, | was given the job of tamping sand to

make the base for the floor. But seeing their skill, | just had to ask (which was more like the rest of the gL.JyS
pantomiming) Jorge if he could teach me how to apply the wall coating. who were watching
with big smiles, | was
He plastered a patch of wall, applying an even coat of mescla (mortar), making it look so 9 . .
easy. As he handed me the trowel, | had visions of flying stucco hitting all of our construc- ~ @ble to pitch in.
tion team. But, with an encouraging nod from the rest of the guys who were watching with  Michael Moran,

big smiles, | was able to pitch in. .
g P Construction Team

At the end of the day, | was exhausted and covered in concrete mixture. All | wanted to do
was go home, shower and sleep. However, what kept me motivated the remaining days
was supplied by a special ceremony that was held at the clinic the second day of work.
We met many families who had children born at the clinic as part of the fund raising project
sponsored by ProPapa. Seeing the smiling faces of both parents and babies was very
moving. Many of them had traveled hours on bus for a check-up and to personally thank
us for our help. Those faces will stay with me and | will long be reminded of them each
time I think of a mother going through pregnancy.

Throughout the time spent in Honduras, my friends and | were pulled to do other projects
in and around the clinic. We also had the privilege of visiting some of the local schools
and meet students who were part of the ProPapa scholarship program. Each time we
returned to the clinic, | was amazed by the progress of the Honduras team. By our
eighth and final day, the walls and ceiling were complete and a beautiful tile floor had
been laid. The long hours and hard work made for incredible results.

I have to sum up the experience best by describing it as “a lot of happy, hard-working
people helping future families.” | only hope that my story will encourage others to vol-
unteer and give the gift of happiness and hope to many families, not only in Uracco but / ¢ &
in their own neighborhood as well. After all, many hands really do make light work.
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MISSION STATEMENT:
"To work with people of
Honduras to relieve their
suffering through health,
housing and education.”

Financial donations can be made to our tax delediioundation:

PRO PAPA MISSIONS AMERICA
Lou Cherry, Administrative Director
19 Brooks Avenue

Nesconset, NY 11767

January 17-23 Bill and Lisa Pieringer, Construcfi@am

January 26-February 2 Orthopedic Team
Lou Cherry, Coordinator

March 7-17 Medical/Dental/Eye Construction Team
Shari Yoder, Coordinator

March 21-31 Tim Spiegle, Construction Team
April 1-11 Jill Stevens, Medical Team
April 17-27 Kay Smith, Construction Team

May 10-21 Marilyn Price, RN (St. Louis, MO)
Medical/Construction Team

June 1-12 Amy Kesler, Wright City, MO

Youth Construction/Education Team Thinking about signing up for one of the upcoming

Brigades? Contact Bill Swope, Brigade Coordinator

June 23-29 Jeff Hutchinson, Construction at brigades@propapa.org



