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THIS ONE IS CALLED GAMMA”
Sister Laurinda Mayer

It was November 15, 2005, Tuesday.
The weather report said a Tropical Storm probaldyld be coming to Honduras, especially to
the Northern Coastal States.

With Hurricane BETA behind us in October, 2005avi|eg it's damage and flooding in the East-
ern States only, then leaving Honduras, no orereally concerned about this announcement.

Little did we know, that Tropical GAMMA would actlly come on
November 16, stand still over the five northerat& of Honduras ,_ §§ =
for days and seemingly pour buckets of water onddoas. In a ver il

o short time, every creek, canal, and river rosééir tcrests.. The
Boats used to move the  Emergency Committees on the North Coast went igtiomand be-f
families from San Jorge to gan warning people who lived near any river to éetheir homes. [
the Warehouse at the Clinidhis is no small request—when people have so hitie have all
their animals and piles of harvests nearby.

November 17, Thursday and November 18, Friday,cémals
and rivers on the East side of Urraco began drittiegpeople A view from Sister
from all their homes, even from the elevated hontsnigno anc : ) :
Roger and crew moved the PPH boat and the laugk to res- Laurinda’s truck just
cue people who were stranded in their homes dowhithfrom north of Urraco
the Clinic to the right in the Barrio called SANRGE. (Our
March and April, 2005 Construction Teams workethis Barrio.) Everyone was taken to the
Warehouse near the Clinic. The Grade School, QamitynCenter, Churches, Police Station,
individual homes, became shelters for the 1,50plgeoho had to leave their homes in Urraco
Pueblo.

November 19, Saturday, Benigno and | were calldel terogreso, along with other leaders, to
meet with the El Progreso Mayor Nelly Saloman, Meesident Johnny Handal, and the Presi-
dent of Honduras, Ricardo Maduro to report on theation in the entire area of Urraco. Be-
nigno told President Maduro that the immediatedsegere water and food. President Maduro
said he would immediately send two army truckslitthe shelters in Urraco. The trucks came
in at 11:00 pm that night. They brought enounbdfand water for only 900 people who were
affected in Urraco Pueblo

| asked Benigno how he got in from Urraco. He $wdirove through 3 foot of water in some
areas to get to the only road that was not washeg.aThe rushing waters had destroyed most

Families trying to salvage ©f the main roads.
their crops that were
flooded

November 19 and 20, La Lima and Oro Verde were allsrted that Ulua River was going to
overflow on the West side and come into Oro Verddso the new canal near Oro Verde had
reached it's crest. This is where the PRO-PAPISION HONDURAS office is and where |
live. Everyone began preparing for the worgputl all documents, computers, etc. as high as |
could. Saturday night until Monday morning wagiase time for all, waiting for the water to
come into Oro Verde. Thank God, this did not happe

The announcement came that the large bridge owalgeo Tela, right after the Urraco



turnoff broke into two pieces. All together 11 maighway bridges broke during the week.

All day Sunday, our boat was rescuing childrenanden in the Vera Cruz area. The water

was reaching 8 foot. to 10 foot. of water in margaa. All the former Banana Camps, with
elevated houses, had water in their elevated honBenigno called for more boats, a motor,

and rescue crews from the El Progreso Mayor, Ngdipman, but she did not have more avajl, 4
able help since El Progreso, too was greatly affbct ;

Communities, many of you are so familiar with weffected: Pavon I, Pavon I, Palomas,
Birichichi, La Fragua, Macula, etc. etc. Vé&maz was badly affected.

Monday, November 21, | called Benigno to inform hhmat PPMA sent a donation to buy food
medicines and mattresses. Both trucks met Pr&greso to be filled with food and medicing
We drove together on very damaged roads, untilateagythe flooded area after the large -
bridge before Urraco.  Roger drove my truck tiglothe water that came up to the door han-  Temporary homes just
dle. With the gushing water it was hard to tethe road still existed, if there were drop-offs, north of Urraco

or what. | started to pray very hard and startefel sick. What a relief to get to Guay, the

Northern part of Urraco where we saw land agaihe Water had dropped about 2 feet there,

with water now at the windows of the houses on Isadks of the road.

The new Korean School had 8 foot of water, and centlee roofs of all the homes that we built
in the last few years in this entire area. Myrheank. A man named Jesus, our friend, is dy-
ing of cancer. His new home, that was built lastinby our March Construction Team, was
flooded to the roof. | saw all the familiar roadshe homes of our friends flooded. People
were living everywhere as we drove through Urraderiving at Benigno’s house, | was
greeted by people who had been living with Delmg Benigno since November 17. They
still had an available bed for me. In spite of it all—
In spite of it all—being hungry, cold, thirsty, tir the children continued to smile, to laugh. bgmg hu_ngry, cold,
and to play with almost nothing. A group, led hy éamous friends, Nelson and Alberto, thirsty, dirty, the
made kites out of plastic bags and this becamgothef joys for many. children continued
to smile, to laugh.
The new water well that was just built in May ammhd, 2005, to supply water for our Clinic and to play with
Suyapa, was now being used to supply water thalpeople in this area. A pipe was attached aimost nothing
to the main line and the people were lined upltatfeir buckets all day long, every day.

We began bagging the food we brought for distridmtpreparing the lists of families affected
in Urraco, and trying to meet each person who caittea need. The Ramirez Home, again,
was like the City Council House.

The Communities where most of our Scholarship Sttedgo to school have been affected by
the floods: 28, 29, Caymitos. Two Communitiddealer and San José Cayo were affected
the worst. We still have not heard from peopl€ayo.

November 24, (USA Thanksgiving Day—not in Hondunas)woke up to find BLUE SKY and
SUN. What a blessing!. It has not rained sindéater is slowly disappearing. The smell is
terrible everywhere.

Amidst all this; - .
Filling a bucket with wa-
1. Sunday, November 20, in rain and flooding, ooc@r from Morazan made it to Ur-ter from the well up at the
raco, part by bus, by hitch hiking, and by walkthgough water to get to the Clinic clinic
after dark. The Doctor who left on Monday, Novembg, did the same in reverse to
go home to Tegucigalpa.

2. Wednesday, November 23, Benigno’s Birthday, theicCStaff and Ramirez family,
etc. had a simple Birthday supper at 6:00 pmisrhbnor.



w

Thursday, November 24, at the Urraco Grade Schiveteachers were giving the final
report cards to their students and parents unéetréles while all the flood victims were
living in the classrooms.

4. Friday, November 25, at a special meeting infBbReso, Johnny Handal, Honduras®
Vice-President named Benigno the Coordinator faatly Pueblo during the Presiden- D# y
tial Election Days, November 26, 27, 28. By,

5. With still much suffering, hunger, sicknes®terial loss, and many villages that have #-
not been contacted due to water or destroyed rioatie States of YORO; COLON;  /o#+#wn
ATLANTIDA, CORTES, GRACIAS A DIOS, the National esidential Elections will 2 43
take place on Sunday, November 27. ,

)t +#)% )1

6. Tony is the boy from El Progreso with thekeno back, waiting for surgery in NY. Th 3 1 #)

June Construction Team built them an elevated hoeaeUlua River. The River sur- "

rounded them but did not get in their home. Thieyndt leave and became the shelte 03* ~#%n

for another family. #)# (#)
2 (48 .
7. Report in the News today—Totals in the fitat&s affected by GAMMA: ) #3 H)L

Death Toll: 36  Missing: 13 A UR)) #)

Total Number of People aféztt 119,000 e s

Total Living in Sheds: 26,000 0 3%

. _ o 6, $ )
We are very thankful to each of you for remembertiaglways, particularly at this time. 55 3.

We ask for your prayers for our people, especthiyse who have lost their crops and animals *7*# ™

Some have lost their homes and/or belongings witieir homes.
A number of you have asked how you can help. Wrtcon your prayers always.

We can never forget you. You are a part of ouekjour Mission.
God bless you always. Thank you.
May the Peace, Joy and Love of our Great God rieigour Minds and Hearts always.

Sr. Laurinda Mayer
Benigno and Delmy Ramirez
Ivis Puerto

SEPTEMBER ‘05 CONSTRUCTION TEAM

A small group of people from New York, Pennsylvaméest Virginia and Ohio formed a mis-
sion trip to update the medical clinic in UrracdweTobjective was to do electrical and plumbing
(some of which had not been operating for 10 yagpgyades in addition to repairing a leaky
roof, seal the concrete water tanks on top of dlog, replace door-frames and paint the structure
inside and out. Many came without knowing each ot by the time the trip had ended, it fe
as if they've known each other for years. The graapked from sun up to sun down while tak
ing very little time for lunch.

Each member of this specialty team brought knowdeailtd talent that helped to complete this
list in a timely fashion. Even when things got tbu¢heat on the roof, fumes from painting in-
side, fumes from the sealant on the water tankshe.)Jaughter continued among the workers.
They worked hard and had fun while doing it.

The next time you fly into Honduras, you'll probglile able to see the work that was performed
without even trying...it's the big blue and yellow structure that glowson the hill.
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MISSION STATEMENT:
"To work with people of
Honduras to relieve their
suffering through health,
housing and education."

Financial donations can be made to our tax dededibundation:

PRO-PAPA MISSIONS AMERICA.
Lou Cherry, Business Administrator
19 Brooks Avenue

Nesconset, NY 11767

January (5 days) Bill and Lisa Pieringer sponsareabther and her four
children -- bought the land and sponsored a hortte twio rooms, bath-
room and electricity. ($4,300) Coming for the Blag#Celebration.
February 11-16 Dr. Joe Farrell, Orthopedic Exangriiieam

February 18-25 Tom Farrell's Youth Constructionriiea

March 3-13 Medical/Dental/Eye/Construction Team
Shari Yoder, USA Coordinator

May 19-29 Marilyn Price, RN (St. Louis, MO) Firstddical/Dental/
Construction Team

May 31-June 11 Amy Kesler, Wright City, MO Washimg, MO Youth
Construction-Education Team

October Dr. Joe Farrell, Orthopedic Surgical Team



